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Diſcovering the Pretenders to it. 
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' By Phil. An. 


His Spirit was ftirred in bim, when be ſaw the City wholly given to Idolatry. 


And the Lord ſaid, I will caſt off this City Feruſalem, which 1 have choſen 
and the houſe of which T ſaid, my ak. Par be i , 


—— 


| LONDON, Printed, and are to be ſold by Francis Smith, Bookſeller 
at the Elephant & Caſtle in Cornhil, near the Royal Exchange, 1680s 
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eA bright ſhining Light, &c, 


4 Hcre is nothing to be known of Chriſt in the Spirit, and in the 
Myſtery, by all the higheſt Forms ia the whole World 3 For 
we ſce-many live in them, yet never come to enjoy Chriſt in 
the Spirit 3 and all is, becauſe they make theſe Forms, Duties, 

and Fcllowſhips to be no other but Graven Images, wherein they reſt, 
and bleſs themſelves in thei: Idols, and fay ( in their hearts) Theſe be 
thy Gods, © Iſrael. But be affurcd, for all theſe thy Graven Images 
which thou haſt ſo bedecked, and that are ſo ſacred that no Man may 
ſpeak againſt them, but he ſhall be cenſured for a Devil, a Blaſphemer, a 
Son of Belialz yet the Lord, when He comcs with His Light, He will 


diſcover thy Nakedneſs, thy Witchcratts, | thy Soxceries 3: and He will 


let thee ſee thou art no Saint, us 1.vn wouldlit be thought to be, but a 
Devil transformed into an Angci ot Light. 

2, But as ſure as the Lord lives, betore whom I ſtand, this is not the 
Way : but the Way is, for Man to be liript, made naked, that he may 
be cloathed upon. His ſirength is to fit {till, to deny himſelf, and his 
own Life too, or elſe he cannot be Chrif?s Diſciple, 

3. Nay, though thou art in the very Chariot of Religion, and high- 
eſt profeſſion of the Truth, and haſt choſen to thy ſelf the pureſt Form, 
and Church-Fellowſhip, or any thing elſe which can be named 3 In that 
Day when the Lord will ariſe, they ſhall be all cut off, all utterly over- 
whelmed, like Pharoah and his Chariots in the Sea. Let it be what ic 
wiil wherein thou triiſteR; all theſe ſhall be cut off from thine hand, 
Tho Men may admire them, and eſteem them the higheſt, the wiſe, 
the gravelt, the ſtricteſt of allthe Sons of Men, yet the LORD ſees them 
to be the worlt, the wickedeſt, the pureſt Hypocrites of all others. 

4. All that Witchcraft which Men have uſed in the Things of God, 
in ſetting up Images, Forms and Shadows, and herein deluded Men, 
making them believe they were the Things themlelves 3 and though 
they have wrought them up never {© curiouſly, and made themas near 
the life as might be, yet in that Day they ſhall come to ſee they were 
but Images, and dead things, which could not help at all, though they 
were made after the beſt pattern, and never fo like the Things of God. 

5. We may ſafely conclude, that All Men without diliinion, until 
Chriſt be revealed in them; are joyned in one: way of Idolatry ard falſe 
Worſhip; And though they may cenſure andicondemn each other, yet 
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© God they are all Idolaters, Tnchanters, and are mad after Idols, 
They are fill carried out very zealouſly to outward Obſervations,ahd 
carnal things 3 and if any ſhall in the leaſt touch them.in them, they are 
preſently offended, raging and mad 3 for ye touch their 4b/alom, their 
very Lives, Theſe Phariſees arc always very much offended with the 
negle& of ſmall matters, and of things indifferent, which either the 
doing, or leaving undone, is no ſign of Sincerity or Inſincerity : but they 
can negle& the weighty matters of the Law themſelves, and ſuffer o- 
thers to do fo, and never be offended. They are more ftrict in obſer- 
ving the Traditioris of their Church, and of Men, than of the Com- 
mandments of God, and the weighty matters of the Law. They are 
conſtant in obſerving outward Forms of Worſhip, and Times of Prayer, 
and the like 3 but never mind what is in their hearts, as evil Thoughts, 
Adulteries, Lies, Malice, Envy, Covetouſneſs, Pride, &c. Theſe things 
they negle& and paſs by as ſmall matters. They can hate the Truth, 
and bely the Truth, and perſecute the Profeſſors and Poſſefors thereot, 
but they cannot endure any ſhould ſpeak a word againſt their formal 
and outward Worſhip. They indecd are very firid and carcful to fol- 


 Iow all their outward Ceremonies and Worlhips, and they glory in 


theſe things3 but for all this they are no other but Diſſemblers and Hy- 
pocrites, being only gilded over with a form of Piety and Religion 
but within they are rotten and ſtinking Sepulchres, which are full of 
{ſtench and dead mens bones. 

6. And in the Day of the LORD they ſhall be aſhamed of their 
Contidences, and of their Idols wherein they truſted, and which they 
have ſo decked up, to make the World believe they are the true Wor- 
ſhippers 3 when-as they have done nothing ele but ſet up their own. 
Inventions, and the works of their own hands 3 all favouring of Fleſh, 
and of Man, and humane things, and nothing at all of Chriſt really, 
bat meerly in Words, in Names, and in Notions. . 

7. Theſe Phariſees are furniſhed at all times, they cat preach and 
pray, &c. They are fitted at all times, they can at an hour command 
themſelves; they can pray cither in the Chamber, in the Temple, or 
in the Cloſet, and keep their ſet-rules and hours3 and this is their Ho- 
lineſs. And all that do not follow their Modes and Forms, they account 
tooſe and prophane. And'they can judge and cenſure a Brother for a 
Mote in his Eye, but perceive not the Beam in their own Eye. Theſe 
are the Men our LORD fo much aimed at, and had fo much ado to un- 
caſe and convince: and Him they ſo much hated, becauſe He had ſuch a 
light opinion of them, and of their Holineſs 3- and becauſe He cenſur'd 


them tor Hypocrites, and. blind Phariſees, nay the worlt of all Men, 
yea 
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yea worle than Who:-::ongers, Thieves, and Murderers. 


8. But the other, who worſhip God in the Spirit,and have their help. 


and dependence on. the LORD only, they ſee really their own Inſufh- 


ciency,and they receive all by waiting on G O D only,they cannot ſpeak,. 


nor preach, nor pray, but when He doth all theſe in them, They 


will not be unjuit to Men, becauſe they have an inward principle that . 


conforms them to the mind of Chriſt, In brief, the one keep a great 
deal of.ttir,; and are very buſy and exa& about Outfides, Forms, Times, 
Places, and the likez when as the other fee the vanity and folly of ſuch 


things. For if any carnal or external thing be ſet up in the room of ' 


Chriſt, this is no leſs than Witchcraft, Sorcery, and Deluſion. 

9. We will name one more of their Sorceries and Inchantments, 
and *tis a very great one, .in that they take upon them the very office 
and place of Chriſt, calling themſelves Teachers, (or of, Miniſtry ) 
ſaying, Cometo Vs, and hearken to Us, and IWe will dire you and 
teach you what Means and what Rules yow ſhould uſe; Come, joyn 
your ſelves in fellowſhip with Vs, and conform to Vs, and walk with 
Us, for We will ſhew you the beſt Way. We have over-lookt and examin'd 
all other Church-fellowſhips, and none like Ours > IWe are according to the 
Primitive Pattern, and to the Mind of Chriſt, And they ſay moreover, We 
have the Word of the LORD with Us, We have a Revelation, and We have 


ſeen a Viſion. When indeed they have ſeen nothing, but boaſt of things - 
without their meaſure, and ſpeak not the things they have ſeenand + 


heard : yet will ſay, The LORD hath ſpoken; and, This is the Word of 
the LORD. Hercin the Prophet is not only deluded, but the People' 
alſo: for they have joyned them(elves with theſe, Prophets, and there 
they will ſtick, and their Faith. is pinn'd upon their Sleeves 3 and fo 
this -Prophct (as thou takeſt him to be) becomes. thy Pope. And this 
is the great Enchantment and Miſchief in our times. 

- 10, And when they have got into this Chariot of Religion , and 
theſe Forms of Worſhip, then they think themſelves ſafe. How many 
thouſands of People are gat into theſe ways, and joyncd themſelves to 
theſe rich Citizens, and-never yet were. emptied, made miſerable; and 


nothing 3 never loſt thcir own Lives, never (fully) took up the Croſs . 


of Chrili, nox forſook themfelves ? but having taken up a Form ſuitable 


to their liking, ſay, Now I am fafc, now I am well 3 whatever others - 


do, I am ina good condition 3 I am wiſer than others, I am holier 
than they 3 ſtand further. oft, @&c. 


11. Theſe Men are become Maſters of their Religion, *tis true, for - 


Religion was never yet Maſier over them, 
12. But when the LORD ſhall ariſe with His Light, then all thee 


Inchant- 


Wey 


Inchantments, and all the Inchanters will be confounded, You ſhall 
no more be deccived with fine, ſmooth, ſoft words; There ſhall be ng 
more a Magician, nor @ Southſayer, nor any that worketh a Divination ; foy 
He will deliver His People out of their hand. 

13. Nay, Tho they be old received Idols, and of long ſtanding, and 
made by the moſt exact and curious Workmen, and ſcarce ever queſti= 
oned, but receiv'd as if made by GOD Himſelf, yet even theſe things 
{hall be diſcovered and detected, and the Idols and Idol-makers ſhall 
be confounded together. | 

14. Were Men come to the True Light, and were able to ſtand in it, 
and walk init, they would not go forth as they do in their own Name, 
in their own Wiſdom and Power, 6&c. How many Speakers be there 
now, and with whar confidence do they come unto you? when 
the Spirit from on high never came upon them 3 they never yet waited 
at Wiſdoms Gate 3 never yet ſtaid at Feruſalem tor the Promiſe of the 
Father, O that theſe Men did but know from whence they ſpeak ! 
O that they did but know whether they were ſent from Chriſt or Anti- 
chriſt ! who indced fits in the Temple of Chriſt,as if ſent from Chritt ; 
Nay, let me tell you, they come with ſuch deceivableneſs of unrighte- 
ouſneſs, with ſuch figns and lying wonders, that they are able to de- 
ceive, if it were poſſible, the very Ele of God. But the truth is, *cis 
only They that can diſcover them, *tis only the Spirit of Chrift that can 
lay them open 3 only He that hath the True Light, can diſcovcr theſe 
hidden deeds of darkneſs. 

15. They that have the True Light, and the True Spirit, dare not go 
forth to ſpeak of the Things of God, but in trembling and fear. They 
know they muſt have the Inward Teaching before they can open their 
Mouths 3 the Coal from the Altar to touch their Lips, or clſe they dare 
not ſpeak. They know the Spirit of their Father is an Almighty, Eter- 
na), Free Spirit, (like the Wind that bloweth whither it litteth, Man 
neithcs knoweth whence it cometh, nor when: ) Sometime the Cloud 
is removed, when He pleaſethz and then they may, yea.muſt gotorth, 
then they may journey : but when the day is cloudy and dark, and the 
Spirit of the Lord doth not ſpeak in them, then they muſt be content 
tO fit till, till the Day that the L ORD Himſelf takes up the Cloud. 
Man can never remove it, no not one hour or minute ſooner, but when 
the Spirit lifteth : But in the Day of Light then they may go forward 3 
nay, then they ſhall go forth with Power 3 Then they ſhall not fpcak 
as the Scribes and Phariſees, but with Authority : Then they ſhall not 
reyard the praiſe of Men, nor glory in thoſe things that the fooliſh and 


vain h:art of Man doth. | 
16, Q 


Chriſt : Let Him encreaſe, but let Man, and all the Womanly Weak- 
nels in Man decreaſe, and whatever is of Man : Whenever he would 
have Glory, or be any thing, let him be confounded, and the Pit-ſhut 
her mouth upon him for it's not only unſeemly, but a ſhame for the 
Woman: to ſpeak in the Church: 

17. Happy is that Soul! who hath forſaken Himſelf, and all other 
Lights, and minds only this Trae Light from the Tabernacle, that cannot 
follow any other Counſel, that knows the Voice of Chriſt, and the Light 


and Life of Chriſt from all other Lights or Lives 3 and that will not. 


follow the Voice of any Stranger. They know the Light, and Shinings 
forth of God, from all other Shinings. Theſe are the true Wiſe-Men, 
the ſpiritual and true Magicians 3 -if they ſee any other Star, they can 
diliinguiſh it, and follow His Star alone. 

18, Nay, further 3 Satan hath his Policy and Inchantment, he can 


cry down an Inchantment in one Form, that he may be more ſecure in. 


another,- and yet be Satan ſtill, What a ſtir -does all the World make 
about ſetting up of ſeveral Inventions and Forms ? And every indivi- 
dual Fellowſhip ſay, We are in the right Way, our Way is the beſt, and we 
are neareſt the Rule and Primitive PraGtice, and our Way is the Way of Peace 
and Reſt. Such and ſuch they mifi the Rule in this and that; but our Way is 
2be moſt exa@t, and. moſt perfef off all, All which is no other but that 
which Chritft foretells ſhall come, when they fay, Lo, here is Chriſt, - or, 
Lo, be is there: but Chriſt's Command is, Go not after them 3 for the King- 
dom of God comes not with obſervation, nor conſiſts in outward obſerua- 
tion, nor in Meats or Drinks, nor in obeying the Commands or Rules of Men : 
for all things of that nature are fax below theſe Spiritual things, in 
which conſiſts the Kingdom of God, which is Righteouſneſs, Foy, Peace in the 
Holy Ghoſt, - and in being baptized with the Spirit, and with Fire, 

19. Chriſt ſays, Go not after Them, .joyn not with them, for they 
lead thee from thy Beloved 3 and thoſe thou runneſt after, and thought- 
eſt thy Friends, will be found Liers, Deceivers, and Blaſphemers. IF 
they ſay, Lo, He is in this Form,or that Mode only, in this Ruleor that Diſci- 


pline , here thou ſhalt find Reſt and SatisfaGion 3 bere is He whom thou - 


ſeckeſt, here is thy Beloved : Know all things of this nature are but. Lies 


and Dclufions. 
20, If Chriſt appear not in theſe, and ſirip thee of thy Idols, and 


of thy Sorceries, thy ways lead down to darkneſs, and to the bottom- | 
leſs-pit, and thou ſhalt never enter into the New Fersſalem, . but wile | 


be without amongſt Liexs, and Whoremongers, and Sorcerers, and 


Dogs for ever. 
21. My 


OY 
16, O let no Woman be heard in the Church, but only the Voice of 


#, ns | 

21, My Friends, You that talk ſo much of Chriſt, and are very zea- 
lous for Him outwardly ( as one would think) none more, and keep 
ſuch a fiir about your Forms and: comely Orders except you have found 
Chriſt in you, in vain do you pretend to Him : for you but draw nigh 
to Him with your Lips, when your Hearts are removed far from Him. 

22, Nay, I dare be bold to fay, if_ Chrift ſhould but come to you 
Cor ſend any). to convince you of your Bondage and Deliverance, You 
would hate Him, ſpit at Him, crucifie Him with as much Malignicy 
as ever the Fews did : for in truth, the whole World, in all their Reli- 
gion and Forms, love not Chriſt, nor aim at Him, nor worſhip Him 3 
-but love and ſeek themſelves. And certainly this is #hat Light which 
ſball break forth in theſe latter days of the World, to ſtrip, unmask, 
and diſcover all the Religion of Man. | 

23. What do you mean to ſpeak, ſo harſhly againſt the Church of Chrift, 
end People of God ? T anſwer : Far be ſuch a thought trom my heart, 
E would not do it for a World. But this I fay, It they were the Peo- 
ple of God, then they would not keep ſuch a ſtir about an outward 
Gathering , and an external Memberſhip , but they would own the 
Church of Chrilt, which is ſpiritualand myltical, for ſ#cþ is the Body 
of Chriſt 3 'it is univerſal, and not lockt up in this Way, or that Form : 
but here they pitch their Love, and all others they behold afar off, who 
are not ſquared to their Church-way. But in vain do they tell me of 
their Saintſhip, or of being the People of God.3 for while they reſt in 
Shadows, Forms, or any outward thing, Chriſt in the Spirit, or Com- 
forter, cannot come : Therefore *tis expedient:for You that He go a- 
way as to all theſe things, elſe He cannot ſend the Comforter, which 
leads into all Truth. 

One having read the foregoing (lately printed) had Unity therewſth, 
and defired that 500 more might be reprinted upon his account, with 
theſe following Words added. | 


To the Antichriſtian Spirit. 
Thy Vitals now muſt feel its blows, 


What's writ for Conſcience Liberty, 
Confounds all ſorts of Popery, 


T ſmile 10 ſee thee ſtorm, thy rage 
A ſpeedy downfal doth preſaze. 
The day is come that will diſcover 
Thy nakedneſs to every Lover. 
Thy pious Frauds, thy Curious Trade, | May Skilful Archers every hour, 
Of Merchandizing Souls, doth fade. | ShootTruths Arrows from their Tower, 
1he Mountain-jtene hath brckethy Toes, | Againſt thy Perſecuting Power. C 
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